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Tora: Traditionsliteratur
Eine Fallstudie in “Bikur Cholim”

von der Bibel bis zum Schulchan Aruch (uncl weiter)
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lhm eurem Gott gehet

nach, thn firchtet, seine

Gebote wahrt, auf seine
Stimme hort, thm dienet
und haftet an ihm!
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Er errichtet dich zu einem
heiligen Volk sich, wie er
dir zuschwor, wenn du
Gottes
Gebote wahrst, du in

seinen Wegen zehst.

Seine deines
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Talmud Bawli, Sota 14a

C

was becleutet

Wegen gehst”? Ist es méglich fur
Mensch Gott zu Folgen?...
Sondern man soll Seine
Eigensc]ﬂaften Folgen: genau wie

er ... den Kranken besucht,

sollst Du auch.
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Und noch sagte Rabbi Chama:

“du in seinen
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Rabbi Akiva lehrte: Jeder der die Kranken ':5:‘"”:?.},.“:
G
nicht besucht, ist wie ein Morder. “':"n:: ".,&:-::E oy

Als Rav Dimi kam, sagte er: Jeder der den R
Kranken besucht, Verléngert sein Leben, und _“
jeder der den Kranken nicht besucht, totet LG :_._;W”_W R
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ihm. Jeder der den Kranken besucht wird . ‘ “ “ S “

beten (fiir seine Heilung), undjeder der den w«, S FER
Kranken nicht besucht wird (fir seine ” e e R T p— ”
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: 7. Klarung durch Rischonim pUALE S
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Rabbeinu Yitzchak ben Yosef of Corbcl, Sefer Mizwot Katan, Mizwa 47
(13, Jahrhunclert, Frankreich, Tosafist)
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Mizwa 47: zu besuchen die Kranke, wie es sagt:  29927) 29027 .29 9p2b 1 MIXR
“Du sollst in Seinem Weggehen”. a2 navmi(nle

Maimonicles, Hilchot Avel (Trauer) 141

(135 Cordoba - 1204 Agypten) 29997 Pab anveaT bR oy nixna
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Alle diese Gesetze. .. sind im Gebot von “Liebe
Deinen Nichsten” (5M. 19:18) beinhaltet
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5 Klarungclurch Rischonim pUAL TS

ca. 1000-1500 CL

Nachmanides, Torat Haadam
(1194 Girona ~ 1270 Jerusalem)

Wir lernen von hier) dass der Zweck die Kranke
zu besuchen fiir sie zu sorgen (hggienisch und
medizinisch) ist, so wie den Besucher fiir den
Kranken zu beten zu insl:)irieren. Desha”a,
wenn man fiir den Kranken nicht betet, hat die

Mizwa nicht in Vollkommenheit erfiillt.
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‘ 3 Klérung durch Rischonim pUALY S
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Rabbi Yaakow ben Aschc:rJ Arba’a Jesm dore e aaid
(1270 K&ln - 1340 Toledo)

Es ist eine grosse Mizwa den Kranken zu T2 TWBW 9p2% N7 AT MIRNY
besuchen, weil der Besucher wird durch dem 771 19IRD RIRI 2T 10V w2’
191V IV AN TINR 2A IDIN
Y2 BTNA AT Dy Tanss AR
12T 1T SRMIPY D OINORMAID

9109

fur ihn beten, und seine Leben Verléngem.

Und auch wird er fur seine Brauche zu sorgen
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B Kocliﬁzierung durch Acharonim
e, HOO-1800 C =

Rabbi Josef Karo, Schulchan Aruch, Jore De’a 5%5:1
(1488 Toledo - 1575 Safed)

Es ist eine Mizwa den Kranken zu besuchen. gsmammy Q%2120 .29 ﬁP:b IR
Verwandten und Freunden sollten somcort, 29729 '3 N L2921 7O eI

anacren nach Ceri Tage.

Rabbi Mosche lsserles, Schulchan Aruch, JorePe g s
(1520 Krakow - 1572 Krakow)

Wenn man fiir den Kranken nicht betet, hat die R Nabielet oY |*2drd=] N9 B ITd 1" bi=h
Mizwa nicht in Vollkommenheit erfiillt. .(3"'2%97 awa °''3) MR 2P
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f £ Kocliﬁzierung durch Acharonim
e, HOO-1800 C =

Rabbi Abraham Gombiner, Schulchan Aruclﬂ, Orach Chaim 119:. |
(1635 Gombin - 1575 Safed)
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Man muss nicht unbeclingt die Name vom 99517 X''R 1790 DY avnnn Lfrd=Teln
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Kranken erwéhnen, wenn er anwesend ist.

Aber wenn nicht, dann man muss.
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4. Moderne Anwenclungen

ca. 1950 -

Rabbi Mosche Feinstein, lgrot Mosche, Jore De’a 1:22%

(1895 Uzda - 1986 New York)

As far as Jrﬁuhq”iﬂg the mitzvah of bikur cholim }39 way of
telephone) it has been suggested that even though one
has not fulfilled all the elements enumerated bg the Tur
and Beit Yosef in Shulchan Aruclﬂ, Yoreh Deah 355 1N the
name of Ramban, nevertheless it is still a fulfillment of the
mitzvah, because Peﬁcorming any of these elements
fulfills the mitzvah. And | say that while one who does this
has certainlg Permcormecl a mitzvah, nevertheless he has
not Fu”g fulfilled his obligation seeing as he is Iacking in
the other elements of the mitzvah. Therefore, if it is
impossible for him to actua”g visit, then he may, at least,
visit him in any way that he can and fulfill whatever
aspects of the mitzvah that can be fulfilled with a

telephone call.
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4. Moderne Anwenclungen
ca. 1950 ~

Rabbi Asher Weiss, Minchat Asher, Bereishit 20

Our Rabbi, the author of lgrot Moshe)judges whether or not it is Possible to fulfill the mitzvah [of bikur
cholim] with a telephone call. And he writes in his ruling that we find several ways to fulfill the mitzvah of bikur
cholim: () to pray for the sick person, (2) to see to his needs, (3 to gve him encouragement. Now,
according to the reasoning that Praging and ogering encouragement are fulfillments of the mitzvah,
Pemcorming this mitzvah would also be Possible over the Phone; onlg (tlﬂe third asPect) seeing to his needs is
not Possible over the Phone.

In my humble oPinion, tlﬁoug]ﬁ, it is not at all Possible to Perxcorm this mitzvah over the Phone. For even
thouglﬁ one can give encouragement over the Phone, nevertheless theg (the Sages) have said that we must
actua”g visit the sick, and therefore it is onlg Possible to fulfill this mitzvah with an actual visit and not bg way
of a telephone call from afar. One must fulfill the words of the Torah and the Sages according to their actual
guiclelines and not simplg fulfill the |ogic behind them. ..

Therefore, it appears that even were it Possible to fulfill all three elements of bikur cholim over the Phone)
nevertheless it would still not be a fulfillment of the mitzvah but would rather fall under the general category
of acts of loving~‘<inclness. It is certainlg aPProPriate to do such an act of kindness when one cannot
actua”g fulfll the mitzvah in accordance with its basic Premises) but it is still not the actual mitzvah of bikur

cholim.
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4. Moderne Anwenclungen
ca. 1950 ~

Rabbi Yehoshua Pfefer, The Institute for Dayanim

We can therefore understand the rulings of authorities who state that even when there is no technical means
of entirelg Fulﬁ”ing the mitzvah, bg visiting the sick with one's Person...there remains an obligation to fulfill
the foundations of the mitzvah — scrutinizing the needs of the siclg encouraging him and strengthening him)
Praging for him, and so on.

Based on this Principle, it follows that somebocl9 who cannot visit the sick in person should certainlg initiate
a Skgpe call. Althoug}w this is not the same as a Personal visit, it will certainlg be a fulfillment of "hearing the
mitzvot," seeking to PerForm the unclerlging will of the mitzvah of visiting the sick. A Skgpe call has an
aclvantage over a regular Phone ca”, because each Part9 sees the other. This brings the two closer) and
resembles an actual visit.

It 1s noteworthg that accorcling to Rav Hutner (Letters, no. %%), the mitzvah of visiting the sick does not
require a Personal visit at all. Rather, the word bikur translates as “examining” the condition of the sick,
rather than visiting, There is therefore no difference between a Personal visit and a Plﬁone call. Accorcling to

this view, a Skype call fulfills the mitzvah even more than a regular telephone call.
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